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Consuming Passions
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Consumption begins to
grow, signalling the start of
“The Great Acceleration”.

GLOBAL RESOURCE USE (BILLIONS OF TONNES (TONS) PER YEAR)

The Great
Depression,

a global economic
slowdown, causes
unemployment
and reduced
consumption.

World War 2
produces a slow
down in demand.

M

Growth in demand
slows during World War |
as conflict restricts trade,
disrupting development.
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Our Changing Atmosphere
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Industrialization

spreads and economies
grow. Emissions from oil

and gas add to those
from coal.
Tree growth is
stimulated by higher 1859
carbon dioxide levels. This World’s first
The Industrial may cause carbon dioxide commercial
Revolution acceleration to flatten. oil field opens in

is powered by burning Pennsylvania, USA

coal, releasing billions of
tonnes of carbon dioxide.
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® The Great Decline
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Effects of introduced
species (especially on
islands) and hunting

The effects of large-scale
habitat loss add to the
pressures caused by introduced
species and hunting.

pressures lead to
accelerating species loss.
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A global mass extinction

is under way, comparable to five
other major events evident in the
fossil record, and now also driven
by the impacts of climate change.

CUMULATIVE PERCENTAGE DECREASE
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' Waves of iInnovation

Third wave: Fourth wave:
Electrification Space age

Second wave:
Steam power

First wave of innovation:
Water power
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Fifth wave:
Digital world

Sixth wave:
Sustainability

INNOVATION



A New I\/Iindset

ENVIRONMENTAL
“CEILING”

SOCIAL
FOUNDATION

KEY TO THE RINGS
_ Environmental ceiling

Sustainable economic
development

. Social foundation
OZONE DEPLETION




